
MECHANICALLY OPERATED BARRICADING DEVICES
Act 295 of 1937

AN ACT to promote the safety of persons and property at intersections of highways with other highways
and at bridge approaches in highways; to authorize public authorities having jurisdiction over highways to
install, operate, and maintain automatic or mechanically operated barricading devices in the highways; and to
provide for civil liability and a penalty for damage to such devices.

History: 1937, Act 295, Eff. Oct. 29, 1937;Am. 1993, Act 358, Imd. Eff. Jan. 14, 1994.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

247.311 Highways; definition.
Sec. 1. The word “highways” as used in this act shall include without limitation all state, county and

township highways and roads and all highways, streets, avenues, boulevards and alleys in cities and villages,
and any place wheresoever situated in this state which is dedicated to the use of public vehicular traffic.

History: 1937, Act 295, Eff. Oct. 29, 1937;CL 1948, 247.311.

247.312 Automatic or mechanically operated barricading devices.
Sec. 2. A public authority having jurisdiction and control over any highway in this state that determines

that the safety of persons and property require the installation of the devices provided for in this act at any
intersection of that highway with any other highway or at any bridge approach in that highway, may
construct, install, operate, and maintain at each such place automatic or mechanically operated barricading
devices, which, when giving warning, shall rise from a bed in the highway and become a barrier in the
highway.

History: 1937, Act 295, Eff. Oct. 29, 1937;CL 1948, 247.312;Am. 1993, Act 358, Imd. Eff. Jan. 14, 1994.

247.313 Barricading devices on highway; automatic; warning signs, size, wording, distance.
Sec. 3. Whenever such barricading device shall be constructed, installed, operated or maintained, the

public authorities having jurisdiction and control over the highway at any such place shall install and maintain
at the side of such highway, immediately adjacent to such device, reflectorized warning signs with the words
“automatic barrier” in letters not less than 3 inches high. Whenever such device is located at a railroad
intersection, additional reflectorized warning signs, of a design to be prescribed by the state highway
commissioner, shall be installed and maintained on both sides thereof at a distance not less than 400 feet
therefrom when such intersection is located on a highway where vehicular traffic is permitted to travel at
speeds in excess of 30 miles per hour, and not less than 200 feet therefrom when such intersection is located
on a highway where vehicular traffic is permitted to travel at speeds not in excess of 30 miles per hour, and
such device and warning signs shall be in lieu of all other protection at such intersection. The advance
warning signs required by any other law of this state shall also be installed and maintained.

History: 1937, Act 295, Eff. Oct. 29, 1937;CL 1948, 247.313;Am. 1964, Act 77, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964.

247.314 Barricading devices; expense.
Sec. 4. The public authorities, or the political subdivision of the state, having jurisdiction and control over

any highway, in which such device is constructed, installed, operated and maintained, shall bear the expense
thereof, unless the parties in interest agree otherwise in writing.

History: 1937, Act 295, Eff. Oct. 29, 1937;CL 1948, 247.314.
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